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PREFACE 


HE Reader will expect a 

zi Reaſon for this Publication, 
fall and I'll give bim the true 
= one. I have taken ſome pains 
to aprite a plain Diſcourſe upon a very 
important Practical Subject Very im- 
perſect as it is, if it be Read with That 
Attention of mind, and apply d with 
That integrity of heart, with which it 


was written, I flatter my Self, that a 


much wiſer and better Man than the 
Author may be the better for it. 


Such Diſcourſes were never more 
wanted. Mens thoughts are ſo buſted 
about the Truths of Religion, that they 
ſeem to forget the Practice of it. While 
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it is guarded, by excellent writings, 
againſt external attacks, it ſuffers an 
inward decay from the Lives of its 
Profeſſors; as a Town, well defended 
by the Garriſon, tho' it be not taken by 
the Enemy, may run to ruin, thro the 
neglect of its Inhabitants. 


Controverſies and Diſputations are 
to Religion, what Wars are to a King- 
dom ; ſometimes neceſſary to its ſecurity 
and preſervation, but always attended 
with danger, and accompany d with bad 
effetts, however ſucceſsful. Some wil. 
be ſeduc'd, and others tainted in their 
principles; many more diverted from 
employing their leiſure hours upon more 
profitable books. When the head is con- 
tinually fill d with nice diſtinctions, the 
heart grows dead toreligious diſpoſitions. 
It becomes matter of Amuſement, rather 
than of Religion ; and tho' the Under- 
ſtanding may be exercis d, the Mind may 
be never the better. Some indeed muſi 
be well Skill d and exercisd in This 
military Diſcipline, becauſe Religion 
will ever be expos d to Hoſtilities fron 


irreli- 
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irceligious Men; but Chriſtians in 


yeral, ho are neither call d to the ſer- 
vice, nor fit for it, if They venture 
into the field, ien and un · 
arm d, only to ſee the manner of an en- 


gagement, their Curioſity may be their 


Deſtruction. 


To ſpeak out of Figure. Illiterate 

perſons ſhould not medal with ſubtle 
diſputes, becauſe they are not competent 
Judges of them. They may chance to 
be perverted for want of ——— 
„ orce of an Ars ument. At leaſt, tis 
but they are confounded, and left 
unſettled in 4 2 What time 
7 have to ſpare for reading, would 
be much better ſpent in practical than in 
ſpeculative Studies; plain of that 
may teach them their dut yp and excite 
them to the practice of it: but more 
eſpecially in the frequent reading of the 
Criptures, which will not only bring 
them acquainted with the particulars of 
their duty, but kindle in their hearts a 
true irt of piety ; ſtrengthen their 
faith, and -F anc FF hope; and be 
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the beſt ſecurity againſt the infection « 
Infidelity. Thoſe ; ww 1k 
where Men have an intimacy with 
them, carry their own proof along with 
them. Men that read them often, and 
with a ſerious diſpoſition, feel the Truth 
of them. But it is highly irrational in 
thoſe who believe the Bible to be the 
Will of their Creator and Judge, never 
to look into it; to be the Rule of their WM & 
Faith, and yet never to examine what 
Doctrines it teaches; to be the Meaſure 
of their Actions, and yet never to en- 
quire what Duties it enjoyns, and to 
compare their actions with this Rule, to 
ſee whether they come up to the condi- 
tions of Salvation, 


St. James 


St. JAMES it. 10, 11. 
For whoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 


and yet offend in one Point, is guilty 


of all. 


or be that ſaid, Do not commit Adul- 
tery, ſaid alſo, Do not Kill: where- 
| fore, if thou commit no Adultery, yet, 
if thou Kill, thou art become a Tranſ- 


greſſor of the Law. 


HES E words were ſpoken upon 

= a particular occaſion; a- notorious 
inſtance of injuſtice and partiality 
= ſhewn to a rich man in a cauſe 

depending before the Jeuiſh Con- 
lſtories : and they ſeem to have been levell'd 
gainſt a looſe maxim of che Jeuiſb Doctors, 
liz. That God gave ſo many Commandments to 
hem, that zy doing any ONE of them they 


"oo br be ſavd. In CO of which 


opinion, 
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opinion, they ſingled out ſome one com- 
mandment, eſteem'd by them among the 
weightier matters of the Law, wherein they 
exercis d themſelves in a more eſpecial man- 
ner, in hopes by that means to obtain, if not 
a Diſpenſation, yet at leaſt a Pardon, for neg- 
lecting the reſt, To this pernicious 
error St. James gives a direct anſwer in my 
Text; and ſupports it by a clear argument. 
He declares, that if we are ever ſo ſtrict in 
the obſervance, not only of one of the mot 
important Commandments of the. Law, but 
even of the whole Law, excepting only one /ingl: 
point, wherein we knowingly- and wilful!; 
tranſgreſs, ſuch a wilful tranſgreſſion make: 
us guilty of the cobole; and the Reaſon aſſign d 
for it is this, that every 17 of the Chriſtian 

ame authority. 


AND to the fame purpoſe our Bleſſed ds. 


-viour himſelf ſays, That whoſo breaketh one if 


the LEAST of his Commandments, and teact- 
erh Men ſo, ſhall be called the LEAST in tit 


Kingdom of Heaven: meaning, asI apprehend, 


[thoſe who held che lawfulfulneſs of tranſgrel- 
-fing ſome of the divine 7 under a pre- 


rence of their being of little moment, or ior 


the ſake of a more careful and punctual obſer- 
vance of ſome other parts of the Law. 


Havine thus open'd theſe words of the 
Apoſtle, the Reader muſt perceive of what in. 


fmite conſequence it is rightly to underſtand 
them, leſt wewreſt them to our own deſtruction 


+ either 
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either thro' /:centrouſneſs, or deſpair: and a 
little obſervation upon the word, and reflection 
upon our ſe/ves, may ſerve to convince us, 
that we are all of us, more or l/s, concern'd 
in the application of them. Wherefore I beg 
his careful and ſerious attention while I treat 
of theſe following particulars. 


I. 1 or more particularly ſtate and explain 
re 


Doctrine contain d in theſe words 0 
St. James, and ſhew in what ſenſe it is 
that the Apoſtle requires an univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs, or an obſervance of the whole 


Law of God. 


ll, I hall confider the Apoſtle's manner of 
expreſſing this Doctrine, with what Pro- 
priety we may be ſaid to be guilty of the 
whole Law, when we tranſgreſs only a 
particular part of it. 


III. I hall endeavour to ſhew the Reaſona- 
bleneſs Fl the Doctrine, and that any Law 
which does not infiſt upon our obſervance 


of every part of it, can be of no efficacy 
at all, 


W. 7 ſhall make ſome ſeaſonable and uſeful 
Dedu#tions from the foregoins Doctrine. 


And Laftly, Apply the Diſcourſe to Practice. 
B 2 IT 
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I. 1 ſhall more particularly late and explain 
the Doctrine contain d in theſe words of 
St. James, and ſhew in what. ſenſe it 1; 
that the Apoſtle requires an univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs, or an obſervance of the whole: 


Law of God. If 


By the La St. Fames undoubtedly means Ne 
the Vill of God reveal'd to us in his holy Word, i 


Ap it we underſtand the Apoſtle in R 
ftriftly literal ſenſe, he may be thought to Ml C: 
require an abſolute, unſinning obedience, and 
to declare that a tranſgreſſion of any one part 
of the Chriſtian Law is inconſiſtent with the IM of 


terms of Salvation propos'd to us by Chri/t. 8 
| 7 
Bu T This interpretation cannot be the true L 
one, becauſe it is not only inconfiſtent with the ben 
condition of human nature in our preſent I Ap. 
ſtate of imperfection, but contrary to the ge- A 
neral language of the Goſpel, and the method Sur 
of our Redemption by Jeu Cbriſt. the 
72 Was 

TAE Scripture every where repreſents us Wh #9 
as iable to Sin; that we are ALL gone out Millin 
of the way; that we are altogether become abs- Hef 
minable; that there is NONE righteous, l Righ 
mt ONE. If there be any expreflions which belie 


ſeem to require ab/elute perfection, and uni. 


ning obedience; if we are commanded to pe- Wfenc 
fett holineſs in the fear of God, and to be pr. de Z 
fee? even as our Father which is in Heaven i Nr 


ec 
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perfect; ſuch expreſſions are to be taken in a 
reſtrain d and limited ſenſe, as obliging us to 
imitate the divine perfections to the utmoſt 
ſtretch of human capacity. For the Scripture, 
like other writings, muſt be ſo underſtood as 
to make it conſiſtent with its ſelf in the ſeve- 
ral parts of it, and with the general ſcope and 
tenor of the whole; and my Text muſt be 
conſtrued in ſuch a ſenſe as may agree with 
the general account which the New Teſtament 
gives of the nature of Man, and the ſtate of 
Religion between God and Man under the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 


Sven indeed were the rigorous conditions 
| of the Jewiſh Covenant, that the Law of Moſes 
requir'd an exact performance of every ot and 
Tittle of it, in order to Juſtification by that 
Law; for which Reaſon it was call'd the Co- 
venant of Works, And accordingly, when the 
Apoſtle ſers forth the conditions of it, he ſays, 
He that does theſe things ſhall live by them; 
But the Chriſtian Covenant has the Title of 
the Covenant of Grace and Mercy, becauſe it 
was eſtabliſh'd upon better terms and condi- 
; us i £195, as well as upon better promiſes. By ful- 
ot Milling all Righteouſneſs in his own Perſon, our 
%- Befled Saviour became our Righteouſneſs, his 
m ahteouſneſs being fo far imputed to vs who 
hich believe in him, as to render our „ncere, tho 
- er fed, obedience accepted; that, as by the 
ber- Vence of one, many were made Sinners, fo by 
bebe Righteouſneſs of one, ſhall many be made 


Rirbteous, 


FROM 


N 
' 
1s 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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tian Covenant as abſolutely condemning every 
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FRoM hence therefore it appears, that 
St. James cannot mean to repreſent the Chr; 


Man who tranſgreſſeth any part of the Chr; 
ſtian Law, becauſe it ſuppoſeth us all to be 
guilty of frequent Tranſgreſſions, and provides 
a Remedy for them; ſatisfaction to God by the 
blood of his Son, and pardon for 4s upon the 
terms of ſincere Repentance and Amendment. c 
But That Univerſal Righteouſneſs, which is re-. 
quir'd by the Apoſtle in my Text, is anly 
an uni ver ſal regard to all the divine pre- W - 
cepts; ſo as not to commit any known, delibe- ö 
rate, wilful Sin, in hopes that a ſtrict obſer- p 

vance of ſome duties will atone for the breach Ml; 


of others, or becauſe we may imagine ſome 8 
of the divine precepts to be of a leſs important A 
nature than others. 11. 
Tr1s then is the Doctrine of St. James ws 
theſe are the terms of the Chriſtian Covenant; 4 ; 
not, that Chriſtians are expected to perform fp 
ver 


unfinning, but impartial, obedience ; not, t0 
be abſolutely perfect, but to endeavour ſtudr 
ouſly to do the will of God in every part of i. H 

To be without blemi/b and without ſpot, was * 
never (ſince the Fall) the privilege of human 
nature, except in the perſon of Chriſt, That 
immaculate Lamb, who died to expiate far 
our Sins; but to be ſincere and uniform in ou 
endeavours to obſerve all God's command 
this is what all of us are capable of perform 
ing, and without which there can be no Re 


gar 
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gard to the authority of God, nor any Reli- 
gion at all, as I ſhall ſhew in the Sequel of 
this Diſcourſe. But J muſt next, 


II. Con ſider the Apoſtle's manner of expreſſing 
This Doctrine, with what propriety any one 
may be ſaid to be guilty of the whole Law, 
who tr anſgreſſes only a part of it. 


In the obvious ſenſe of this Phraſe, it may 
ſeem to contradict common reaſon, to confound 
the diſtinction of Sins, and to make any one 
din equal to all. Vet Drunkenneſs cannot be 
Fornication, nor Murder Adultery; much leſs 
does any one of theſe Sins contain al of them. 
But the Apoſtle's meaning is evident enough 
from his manner of reaſoning upon the caſe, 
and his way of expreſſing it is proper, and 
agreeable. to the uſual way of ſpeaking in the 
like caſes, He means, that whoever tranſgreſ- 
kth any part of a Law, tranſgreſſeth againſt 
the Will and Authority of the Laugiver, which 
unites the ſeveral parts of it together. The 
ſeveral Precepts and Prohibitions, which God 
has publiſh'd in his holy Word, arg ſo many 
parts of his Will; and therefore they may a// 
be confider'd as one Law, becauſe all of them 
gether make up che one whole Rule of Action 
o us his Creatures; and conſequently a breach 
if any one particular may be call'd a breach of 
e wle. Suppoſe, for inſtance, a Statute of 
lie Land to conſiſt of many diftin&? Clauſes, 
breach of any one of thoſe Clauſes would be 
Ad, and not improperly, a breach of That 

Statute, 
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Statute, Thus, again, the Body of a Man i; 
faid to be maim d when only one Member i; Nb. 
cut off, and a Limb to be broken, tho' it be 
broken only in one place: but as the Body n 
may be more or /e/s injur'd in the loſs of is 0 
parts, and a Fracture may be more or le WM ©; 
complicated, ſo we may break the Body of ch. 
God's Laws, tranſgreſs his Will in many or WM i; 
fewer particulars; and every breach may be WM 1 


more or leſs criminal, according to different WM in 
circumſtances, which may either heighten, o in; 
mitigate the Guilt of our Actions. the 


HAV IN d, as I hope, clearly explain d this WW riry 
ſeemingly difficult paſſage of Scripture, and WM of ( 
fully ſtated the Doctrine oth: in it; ! 
ſhall proceed, | 


III. To confider the REASON ABLENEs 
and NECESSITY of it; and to ſben 
that a LA, which does not require an 


Eau AL REGARD fo every part of l, 
can have no eſtect, can be No LA att al 


Txt Argument of the Apoſtle upon thi 
point is grounded upon the following word, 
For he that ſaid, Do not commit Adulter), 
ſaid alſo, Do not Kill. And the force of hs 
_ Reaſoning is very clear and obvious: For, | 
every part of the Chriſtian Law has the /ont 
Sanction, if every precept and prohibition 0 
God be enforc'd by the ſame authority, th 
all of them muſt be equally binding upon 


and a wilful tranſgreſſion of any one muſt "un; 
* u 


cur the diſpleaſure of the Divine Lawgiver, 
becauſe it is a violation of his Will, and an 
infringement of his Authority. In ſhort, it is, 
in the nature of things, an abſolute abſurdity 
to ſuppoſe that one part of a Law, that one 
command of God ſhould be % obligatory 
than another; or that God ſhould leave us at 
liberty to diſobey him in one inſtance of duty, 
which muſt effectually ſubvert his authority 
n every other inſtance, and render 41 his laws 
meffetual. If we may chooſe what parts of 
the Chriſtian Law we are to obſerve, there is, 
at once, an end of God's Legiſiative Autho- 
ity; for then we follow our 9w-, not the will 
of God. And if our own inclinations are to be 
the rule and meaſure of our duty, of what u/c 
will the Law of God be, when it has no coer- 
ave power over us? And wherein has it an 

mercrve power, if we be at liberty to diſpenſe 
vith the obligation at pleaſure? A duty of 
wedience to God, and a liberty to diſobey him; 
an authority to command, where there is no 
Wligation of obedience upon the ſubject, theſe 
ue, in themſelves, palpable contradictions. 
Either, therefore, we are oblig'd te obſerve 
very part, or uo part at all, of God's Law; 
nd an ob/tinate diſobedience in one inſtance 
ly implies a denyal of God's authority, as 
uch as a total diſobedience. The Truth of 
lis is acknowledg'd by all mankind in the 
procedure of their own Courts of Fudicature. 
It any perſon be cited to an appearance, tho 
pon a matter of a moſt * nature, his 
untary non- appearance is conſider d as a con- 


tempt 


the WnoLE Law. 9 


| wo The Dur of keeping 

tempt of the Furiſdiction of the Court, and con- 
ſequently a crime of the moſt hernous nature, c 
becauſe it ſubverts the very foundation upon 
which Government ſubſiſts, and deſtroys the 
very being of Authority. , 


As this is a matter of infinite moment, [ P 
N {hall endeavour to illuſtrate and enforce the 
| Truth of it by another inſtance taken from 


common Life; which perhaps may better awa- » 
ken the attention, and direct the obſervation, Ky 
of common Readers. Let us ſuppoſe any Fi. r 


ther, or Maſter, to command his Children, or 
Servants, to do ſuch and ſuch things; part of 
the Command they readily execute, the other 
part they reſolutely refuſe to comply with, 
Would he not with reaſon conclude, that they 


| diſobey d his command, and deſerv'd his dil 2 
| pleaſure, notwithſtanding their punctual db. Wl ©. 
ſervance of his will in ſome particulars? And N 
if they ſhould pretend that they had a reve- . 
rential regard to his authority while they 
ſlighted his poſitive orders, would he not think 15 


their plea an aggravation of their crime, be. 
cauſe. an open affront to his underſtanding! 
And can any one of us imagine that the Great 
Father and Maſter of the Univerſe will be ur 
fled with after a manner which we ſhould e. 


ſent as the higheſt indignity from our Fellow 40 
Creatures? The caſe, I think, is too obvio teſt 
to require any farther illuſtration. 204 
T 07 

Bur I would take notice of another 4 101 


of partial obedience, beſides That of neglec 


IN, 
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ing particular Duties, or committing particular 
$:ns, upon the pretence of their being, on 
any account, of a 4% important, or leſi bind- 
ing nature; or becauſe we are more particu- 
larly careful in the performance of ſome other 
parts of our duty. What I mean is This; that 
many perſons deliberately go on in the negleft 
of ſomething which they acknowledge to be 
their dufy, thinking it ſufficient to reſolve 
within themſelves to do it at ſome other more 
convenient time. I have nothing to do, upon 
This occaſion, with the uncertainty whether 
we ſhall ever have That future opportunity ; 
nor with the greater difficulty in doing our 
duty, which neceſſarily encreaſes with the 
negle&t of it; my preſent Subject leads me 
only to obſerve, that ſuch a deliberate and wil- 
ful, tho temporary, neglect of a plain duty, 
s as utterly inconſiſtent with any Religious 
principle, as if we intended always to continue 
in That neglect, becauſe ir is equally Rebellion 
againſt the Dominion of God over us, abſo- 
lotely deſtructive of his Legiflative Authority, 
and muſt unavoidably validate his com- 
mands, I ſhall explain my meaning by an 
ſtance or two, knowing that few Readers 
will be at much trouble in underſtanding, or 
applying to themſelves, an unwelcome Truth. 
A Man in Buſineſs finds, or thinks; it his inte- 
teſt to keep company with irregular people, 
and to partake with them in their [rregulari- 
tres, He owns that Intemperance is expreſly 
forbidden, and determines to live more regu- 
larly and ſoberly, when he gets above the 

C2 world, 
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world, and can afford. to break off ſo profit. 
ble an Acquaintance. Thus likewiſe a Perſon 
in the fervour of his Youth, or the vigour 
of Health, feels ſtrong inclinations toward; 
the other Sex; he does not think it expedient 
in reſpect to his outward circumſtances, to 
bring the expences of a Fam:ly upon himſelf, 
nor cares to be at the trouble and uneaſi- 
neſs of denying his importunate deſires; upon 
which he indulges in prohibited pleaſures 
flattering himſelf that they'll be excus'd, ſo 
long as he entertains thoughts, one time or 
another, of diſcontinuing them, when he ſhall 
find it expedient to alter his condition. Theſe 
two caſes I know, from the open confeſſion 
of ſeveral, to be frequent ones. But if Thi 
diſcourſe ſhould fall into the hands of any ſuch 
decervers of themſelves, I beg them ſeriouſly to 
conſider how impoſſible it is, that the autts 
rity of God can ſubſiſt, or that his Laus can 
have any effect, if we be at liberty to obſerve 
them only when we think it convenient, and 
conſiſtent with our preſent pleaſure. It Inten. 
perance and Uncleanneſs be Vices, they are a 
much ſo to day, as they'll be five years hence 
when our circumſtances may be chang'd; and 
it is as much our duty, tho' perhaps not 6 
eaſy, to abſtain from them. If the difficuiy 
of performing a duty will diſcharge us from 
the obligation, the very notion of Religion s 
deſtroy'd, which ſuppoſes d:ficulties and ten- 
tations, and requires us to re/iſt and overcome 
them. It would be as juſtifiable to renault 
Chriſtianity in a time of Perſecution, "I 
; | era 
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tranſgreſs a particular precept of it only to avoid 
ſome preſent uneaſineſs. Again; if God has 
commanded us to be temperate and chaſte, the 
reaſons, upon which thoſe precepts are groun- 
ded, muſt always be the ſame, becauſe they 
have their foundation in the efernal and im- 
mutable relation of things, the nature of Man, 
and the good of Society; conſequently it muſt 
always be the Will of the Great Lawgiver that 
we ſhould obſerve them, and they muſt ar 
all times, or never, be in force. And if we, 
for our preſent conveniency, can /u/pend the 
obligation of a divine precept, and act contrary 
tothe known Will of God, for a certain time, 
we may do it as long as we live, as it ſhall 
beſt ſuit with our inclinations. But then is 
not This an abſolute Renunciation of the Do- 
ninion of our Creator, and a Subverſion of his 
Authority? Is it poſſible for any ſenſe of Reli- 
gion or Duty to ſubſiſt, unleſs we are ever ob- 
lig d, under @// poſſible circumſtances, however 
aiſagreeable or painful to us at preſent, to con- 
form our Wills to the Will of God. The 
Reader will excuſe Me for recalling to his me- 
mory the inſtance already given; What would 
he think? what would he do? ſhould his own 
Servant refuſe to obey him in any inſtance, till 
he could do it without any difficulty or trou- 
ble to himſelf? I need not ſurely give any 
Anſwer to this Queſtion. 


TRE reſult of what has been ſaid upon 
This head is, That every part of God's Law 
muſt be binding, and his Will is at all times 

to 
4 
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to be obſerv'd, or elſe that his Vill can be » 
Law to us, nor have any effect. 


FROM che Doctrine of St. James thus ſta- 
ted, explain d, and eſtabliſh'd, I ſhall make 
ſome ſeaſonable and uſeful Deductions. 


I x follows from the foregoing Doctrine, 
that the notion of Venia] Sins, profeſſedly 
maintain'd in the Church of Rome, and but 
too much countenanc'd by the Practice of 
Proteſtants, is either very abſurd in it ſelf, or 
elſe very impertinent to the corrupt purpoſes 
for which it is intended. 


1. Do they mean by Yenial Sins ſuch inw- 
luntary Tranſgrefſions as are inſeparable from 
the condition of human nature? It is very true, 
that our nature it imperfect, and that the 5% 
of Men are ſubject to failings and rnfirmitie. 
The Chriſtian Covenant ſuppoſes them, and 
. makes allowances for them; accepting us up- 
on a general acknowledgement of ſuch inadver- 
tent Slips, and humble Supplication to God for 
his mercy. But what then? This gives no Coun- 
tenance to licentiouſneſs or indulgences of any 
kind. For we are requir'd to ffrive againſt our 
infirmities and failings, and to Jabowr after the 
higheſt perfection of which we are capable. It 
may be only our misfortune to be inclin'd by 
conſtitution to a particular Sin; but it will be 
our crime, and* our condemnation, if we give 
way to it. 


2. If 
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2. Ir by Venial they mean only Pardonable, 
then either all Sins would be venial, or none 
would be fo, becaufe all Sins are pardonable 
upon the conditions of Repentance and Amend- 
ment; and no Sin is pardonable while we con- 
tinue in the practice of it. But, 


3. Tu x only notion of Venial Sins, that can 
anſwer any end to the Advocates of it, muſt be 
this; That ſome Sins, being in themſelues of 
leſs importance, are excuſable: or, in other 
words, That we may tranſgreſs ſome of the 
leſs weightier matters of the Law, without con- 
racing any guilt, and without any danger of 
future puniſhment, And indeed this Doctrine 
would effectually anſwer their purpoſe; for 
Men would eafily perſuade themſelves, that 
| thoſe Sins, to which they are moſt inclin'd, are 

the /malleſt; and that thoſe Duties, to which 
they are moſt averſe, are of a #rifiing nature; 

by which means they would at once free them- 
ces from the reſtraints of Religion, and the 
terror of its Sanctions. 


Bu r the Doctrine is as ab/urd as it is wick- 
d. When expreſs d in proper terms, it means, 
that ſome Sins are no Sins at all, and that God 
commands what he permits, Men may pleaſe 
themſelves, and amuſe the ignorant, by ſubtle 
liſtinct ions; but there can be no poſſible me- 
dum between /awful and unlawful, between 
Guilt and Innocence. Sin is the tran/zre 
of ſome Law, or a deviation from the Rule of 
our 
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our Actions. Either therefore our Actions d,, 
or they do not, deviate from our Rule; unless 
a line could be both ſtrait and crooked at the 
ſame time. The Willi of God is this Rule or 
Law. Either therefore God has, or he ha; 
not, commanded or forbidden ſuch an action; 
if he has done neither, the Action is of an iu. 
different nature; but every command, and every 
prohibition of God, muſt be a Law to us; and 
every wilful Tranſgreſſion of it is a violation of 
his Will: And it is an idle fancy to ſuppoſe 
that God will indulge us in an 9b/tinate viola- 
tion of his Will, tho' in the ſmalleſt inſtance, 
becauſe, befides that he would thereby give 
up his Dominion and Authority, it is ſuppoſing 
God to will, and not will a thing at the fame 
ume. 


NEITHER is it conſiſtent with the Altri 
butes and Perfections of the divine nature, that 
God ſhould alter his Will in reſpect to the 
precepts of the Goſpel. Every part of it has 
always been, fince its firſt publication, and 
muſt always continue to be, till the conſum- 
mation of all things, indiſpenſibly binding upon 
us. What we call Moral duties, are as 1mmi- 
table as the Nature and Relations of things 
upon which they are grounded. They are, in 
their own nature, fit and reaſonable; and it 
muſt always be the oil! of a wiſe and gu 
Being (whatever diſpenſing power the Church 

of Rome may claim) that alt Creatures ſhould, 
at all times, act agreeably to their nature and 
relation to other Beings. | S 
Wt HE 
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THE po/itive duties of Chriſtianity have 
likewiſe e and good reaſons for their ap- 
ointment, which will laſt as long as the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation; and That will be to the 
end of the World, as the Goſpel itfelf declares. 
Therefore the Sacraments, and other parts of 
Chriftian Worſhip, in their proper time and 
flace, can no more be neglected, without a 
direct breach of the Chriſtian Law, and a 
Violation of God's will, than the Moral duties. 
lt is as lawful to live in the habit of Fornica- 
tion, or Adultery, as in the habitual neglect of 
Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, and the Aſſembling 
if our ſelves together for publick devotions. 
However different they may be in their nature, 
they agree in having the command, and autho- 
ity of God to inforce them, and good reaſons 
for their being commanded. 


2. I OBsERvE in the next place (in anſwer 
tour Modern Unbelievers, who are very forward 
to bring a charge of Cruelty againſt Revela- 
un, for laying unreaſonable reſtraints upon 
uman nature) that there is no room for any 
dection againſt the Chriſtian Religion, on ac- 
ount of the Terms and Conditions of it, as if 


if a gracious and merciful Covenant. 


Tax Severity, if there be any, muſt lie 
ther in the duties themſelves, or in the manner 
which the obſervance of them is requir d. 


D Now, 


; 
1 


ey were too rigid to deſerve the character 
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No v, as to the Duties themſelves ; we may 
with the — ſay of the Chriſtian Low, 4 
that it is holy, juſt, and good. All the Adver- | 


{aries of it have been driven by the meer force 


of Truth, tho' in oppoſition to their principls WM |: 
and intentions, to bear Teſtimony to the excel. 4 
lency of its Morality, Even the Author of fl 
_ Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, That moſt ei 
bitter and inveterate Enemy of Jeſus Chri}, ch 
has acknowledg'd it, not only in the frequent WM du 
paſſages which he has cited from our greateſt pl 
Divines, with the higheſt expreſſions of ap- pa 
plauſe, and in the ſtrongeſt terms of approba- W 4 
tion; but has over and over expreſt the ſame I or 
ſentiments in words of his own: He fays far 
ther, That ſhould Revelation require leſs of 1; 
uu be an imper fect Rule. the 
re 
Ir is true indeed, that, with regard to CH- * 
tian Inſtitutions and Doctrines, he does in- tio! 
veigh in the moſt pompous and elaborate man- ¶ pre 
ner againſt the Tyranny of impoſing ſuch ar- WM anc 
trary precepts upon us; but can they make WF as 
any Man of ſenſe believe, that the real quarrel ¶ wo 
againſt Chriſtianity is for the ſake of fone Wi the 
few ſpeculative points, (as they term them) me gig 
two Sacraments, and the other parts of CH- and 
ian Worſhip ? Were its Moral Precepts 15 I © 
pure and ſtrict, were its San#ions leſs terribh it, f 


their anger would ſoon be appeas'd, whe! 


they could purſue their preſent pleaſures witl-W die 
out controul, without remorſe, or forcbodins f Tr, 


apprehenſions ? linc 
f F HEN, 
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THEN, as to the manner in which theſe 
duties are requir d, I have prov'd, that if a 4% 


ſrict obſervance of them were exacted from 


us, the Goſpe/ muſt loſe the force of a Law, and 
leave every Man to the guidance of his ow”: 
appetites and inclinations, becauſe a liberty to 
4:ſpenſe with the, performance of any one duty, 
either wholly, or for a certain time, muſt imply 
the ſame power of diſpenſing with all the 
duties of Religion, for as long a time as we 
pleaſe; and an *ob/tinate tranſgreſſion of one 
part of a Law is a virtual renunciation of the 
Authority of the Latwgiver, as much as a tranſ- 
greſſion of the whole Law. 


3. FRoM hence therefore I proceed to ano- 
ther Deduction, naturally following from the 
preceding obſervations and arguments, and 
very ſeaſonable at This time,. by way of cau- 
ton, againſt the artifices of the De:/ts. Their 
pretences of freeing Mankind from Tyranny, 
and Slavery, are as popular and captivating, 
as they are fallacious and difingenuous. They 
would willingly be thought to allow, that all 
the Moral Duties, and great Truths of Reli- 
gion, are diſcoverable by the Light of Nature, 
and ob/igatory without any external command; 
I fay, they would willingly be thought to allow 
It, becauſe they not only acknowledge and aſſert 
It, but they argue from hence againſt the Expe- 
diency, and conſequently againſt the atZual 
Truth of Revelation. But were thoſe Men 
lincere in the profeſſion, and regular in the 

D 2 practice, 
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practice, of Natural Religion, they would haye 
no ſufficient Temptation to reje& Chriſtianity, 
becauſe they would i remain under the ſan- 


{ 

| 

reſtraints and . e e which are the 
great ſtumbling-block of Offence, and the true . 
cauſe of their uneafine/s. If the duties of Va. 
tural Religion be (as they themſelves are forced b 
to allow) the /ame which are taught by the 
Goſpel; and if the Great Truths concerning U 
the being of a God, a Providence, and a futur: WM 
State, be neceſſary in order to ſupport the pra- f 
ctice of thoſe duties; (as they moſt certainly are) WM th 

they will be no conſiderable gainers by their WM is 
Infidelity; they part with all the advantages of WM er 
Revelation, without any proportionable recon- WM for 
pence for ſo great a loſs. For, if they be men Wl . 
of probity, if they mean what they profeſs, i / 
they really intend to hearken to the voice, and {be 
| obey the dictates of uncorrupted Reaſon, they Wh i, 
muſt, upon their own principles, be as virtuous “ 
in every inſtance of Morality, as if they were * 
4 


Chriftians : Uncleanneſs, Fraud, Drunkennels 
and other favourite Vices, being as much pro- Kell 
hibited by their allow'd Syſtem of Natura WM Ci, 
Ethicks, as they are by Chriſt; and a wilful | 
Indulgence in any Vice being utterly inconli- Wi Te. 
ſtent with any principles of Religion whatſo. 
ever. So that whoever liſtens to the Dei/tical i ard 
_ oſals, upon an expectation of being ft I ver 
ooſe from the Hrict precepts and conditions ol gow 
Chriſtianity, and from the dreadful apprehen- Wes 
ſion of a future Fudgment, let him firſt calmly ¶ upon 
conſider whether he can reconcile downright cir 


Atheiſm to his ſober and cool thoughts; 11 ſhort 
| * | i 


the WHOLE LAW. 21 


if he be a Man of any underſtanding and ſeri- 
ous reflection, when he has thrown off Reve- 
lation, he muſt go on to throw off Natural 
Religion too, before he can make himſelf tole- 
rably eaſy in the free enjoyment of his plea- 
ſures. This is true, not only in Speculation, 
but in Fact. Both in the Writings and Con- 
ver/ation of thoſe who would paſs for Deiſts, 
the mask will drop off, or they think it proper 
to take it off ſometimes, and ſhew their real 
face, hoping to draw Diſciples after them by 
the beauty and comelineſs of it. I confeſs, it 
is my opinion (and, I think, I have good 
grounds for it) that there is ſcarce ſuch a Per- 
on in the Chriſtian world as a true Deift; by 
which I mean, one who disbelieves REVELATION, 
after a diligent and impartial examinatian of 
the evidence on both fides of the queſtion, yet re- 
tains a firm belief of Natural Religion, and 
reſolves, to the _ of bis power, to live up 
to the duties of it. This, in a Country where 
Chriſtianity is the Religion eſtabliſb d, and the 
Religion of Mens younger Years, is a meer 
Chimerical Character. Men do not overcome 
the prejudices of Education, and the farce of 
recetv'd opinions, by the ſtrength of cool can- 
viction from better information, and after- 
Fards turn Libertines becauſe they have diſ- 
cover d that Religion is a Cheat; but they firſt 
grow looſe in their Morals, and then ſet them- 
elves againſt Religion, becauſe it is a reſtraint 
upon Inclination, and diſturbs the quiet of 
teir Minds. This being the caſe, they ſtop 
ſhort of the mark, unleſs they go farther than 

Deiſm. 
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Deiſm. They want more Liberty than rig)! 
Reaſon will allow them; to follow the impulſe 
of their paſſions in an unreſtrain courſe of 
Indulgence, and to rid themſelves of the fear; 
of a future Reckoning. If precepts muſt domi. 
neer over appetite, human Nature is ſtill under 
the yoke of Tyranny. If an Order of Men muſt 
be appointed to bind on This heavy Yoke, hy 
teaching and enforcing thoſe Precepts, what i; 
This but Preeſtcraft ? If Gentlemen muſt be 
continually haunted by the thoughts of an 
after-puniſhment, what is This but intolerabl. 

uperſtition? Reſtraint and Fear will not 
change their nature by changing Reveal d for 
Natural Religion: Nothing will anſwer their 
purpoſe, but an entire removal of the Ech, 
by removing the Cauſe, viz. Religion in Ge- 
neral. Were it not beſide the intention of thi; 
Diſcourſe, I could eaſily ſhew, by quorarions 
from their books, that theſe ſeeming Advocate 
for Natural Religion mean nothing leſs than 
living according to the Rules of it. Their cata- 
logue of Virtues is as ſhort as their Creed. The 
Relation of things, ſo often the Subject of their 
encomiums, means no more than the Relation 
between their defires, and the objects of them; 
and their Fitneſs of things, ſignifies only the 
fitneſs of gratifying their defires in the moſt 
agreeable and extenſive manner. But I hall 
mention one particular, habitual practice, 
wherein they act in a flagrant oppoſition to 
Moral Virtue, and are ready enough to juſtly 
it upon all occaſions. 


THY 
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TAE promiſcuous uſe of Women, or /uch 

a Commerce with them, as is contrary to the 
declar'd Senſe, and eftabliſh'd Laws, of our 
Country, muſt be a breach of the Moral Law, 
if there be ſuch a thing as Morality, or Virtue. 
| am. fully convinc'd, that Matrimony, as 
etled by the Chriſtian Religion, and by 
the Conſtitution of our Country, will better 
ſecure the common happineſs of Society, than 
any other method whatſoever. But at preſent 
| have no occaſion to enter into any debate 
with them upon That Head. It can admit 
of no diſpute, whether the wiſdom of the pri- 
vate Members of a Society ought not to ſub- 
mit to the public wiſdom of the Legiſlature. 
There can be no ſuch thing as Society without 
ſuch a Submiſſion. Hardy as theſe Advocates 
tor Licentiouſneſs are, they'll ſcarce offer to 
lay, that the order and happineſs of Society 
cannot ſubſiſt upon the Matrimonial Scheme; 
and whether a greater liberty would not, in 
their opinion, be more expedient, as well as 
agreeable to their inclinations, is not the que- 
ſtion, It is the Buſineſs, not of the Governed, 
but of the Governors, to determine matters of 
Expediency. If they can perſuade the Legiſla- 
ture to declare for Infidelity, they'll have then 
an Opportunity, and a Right, to offer their 
opinion, and their reaſons. But while the Wiſ- 
dom and the Laws of the Nation are againſt 
em, they are oblig'd (if there can be an ob- 
igation in the nature and reaſon of things) to 
conform to them, If their corrupt Imagina- 
tions, 

+ 
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tions, and debauch'd Manners, make then 
impatient under the reſtraint of thoſe Laws tg 
which they are ſubject, they have no remedy 
but removing into ſome other Country, where WM 1: 
the Laws will be more indulgent to them 
While they think fit to receive the protection 
and benefit of any Government, they ought 
to ſubmit to the eftabliſÞ'd Rules of it. To 
live in an avow'd violation and contempt of 
Authority, This is not Liberty, but Licenti- 
ouſneſs; not Deiſin, but an Apoſtacy from Or- 
der, from the eternal Fitneſs of things, from 
common Reaſon, and common Senſe. 


Ir it be objected (for they are not aſham d 
of this weak argument) that theſe inclinations 
being implanted in our Natures by God, Men 
have a natural Right to the Indulgence of them, 
and that no power can take away a Right 
which is founded in our very beings; I an- 
ſwer, that thoſe Inclinations may be regulated 
ſo as to make the gratification of them, in 
particular perſons, moſt conducive to the good 
of Mankind in general. Men are naturally 
ſubject to Hunger and Thirſt, which muſt give . T. 
them a Right to eat and drink; bur, if the they 
good of the Society ſhould require it, it i andy 
lawful to preſcribe Rules in reſpect to the 
manner and meaſure of their eating and drink- 
ing. So, in reſpect to Concupiſcence, tho i 
muſt be lawful to gratify thoſe deſires which 
are natural and neceſſary, yet ſurely our Creaii 
or (if be has not interpos d) human authority 
may direct, without offering Violence to oui 

| T Natures, 
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Natures, in what Manner, and under what 

Reſtrictions, they are to be indulg'd. As no 

Man has a natural Right to eat and drink as 

much as he can get down, whenever he has 

an inclination, or wherever he can meet with 

Meat and Drink; neither has any Man a right, 
WH tho! a corrupted Imagination may create an 
\ WH [nclination, to a promiſcuous and arbitrary uſe 
of Women, ſuch as ſhall agree beſt with his 
particular temper. The utmoſt that theſe 
Gentlemen can make out, is, that every Man 
has a natural Right to one Woman, provided 
he will take her for Life, and be contented 
with her; but his Right can extend no farther 
amongſt ws, whether Revelation be true, or 
not, becauſe This is the particular manner and 
meaſure, which the Authority of the Leg1/- 
lature has preſcrib'd to That Paſſion. 


BuT there is another Objection that I muſt 
ake notice of, for the commonneſs of it, tho' 
tis really fo trifling, that I ſhould otherwiſe 
be aſham'd to think it worth mentioning. 


THERE are ſome who pretend, that while 
they confine themſelves to ove Woman, they 
alwer the end of the Inſtitution, and of the 
Laws, tho' the Ceremony (which is only mat- 
ter of Form) be omitted. No; they neither 
come up to the Letter of the Law, nor anſwer 
Ihe Intention of it. They have neither the 
Form, nor the Eſſence of Matrimony. Such a 
Lubabitation is only durante bene placito, du- 
Ing pleaſure; that is, till the Gentleman grows 
E weary 


- 
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weary of his Companion, or meets with a more 
agreeable one; but Matrimony is a ſtrict Ey. 
gagement between two parties to live together, 
and to be true to one another, for Life. Such 
a Contract, if there really be any in the other 
caſe, is private and precarious; but the very 
intention of the Law in This, is to make the 
Contract publick, and to ſecure the perfor- Ml | 
mance of it. | 


| 
BESID ES, tho' any particular Form be 1 

matter of an indifferent nature, yet it is nt 
indifferent whether there be any Hated, pub. ! 
lick Form, or not. The nature of the thing Ml / 
requires thus much; and obedience to G 
vernment obliges every Member to obſerve the 
appointed Form. Is it no crime, no breach of 
their Moral Lau, to diſobey the Laws of ther 
Country? 


I Have mention'd This particular Vice 
of Fornication, becauſe I take it to be the moſt 
general and prevailing cauſe of Infidel>:y. I 
is too plainly prohibited by Chriſtianity, to be 
evaded by the help of Sophiſtry, and too dear 
a Favourite to be diſcarded. But Chriſtianih 
is not the only obſtruction to ths darling 
Vice. They muſt not only reje& the Gojjt, 
but get the Laws of their Country repeal; 
they muſt bid open defiance, not -only 1 


Jeſus Chriſt, but to Civil Authority, befor ry 
they can juſtify, or wilfully continue in th ly 


habit of a practice prohibited by both, without 
acting contrary to the Law of Reaſon. 
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TE Deiſts, as they affect to be call'd, 
being ſo very induſtrious to propagate their 
Opinions, and make Proſelytes, I was willing 
to lay hold of This opportunity of detecting 
their pretences, and ſhewing the true tendency 
of their Principles, that the younger, or more 
unthinking, part of Mankind may know whi- 
ther their Atheiſtical Guides are leading them; 
for nothing can be more evident, than that 
they muſt run with their Leaders 20 the ſame 
exceſs of Riot, if they mean to procure the 
Liberty which their lawleſs appetites require. 
Natural Religion will be too troubleſome to 
thoſe who think Chri/tzanity a heavy yoke. 
And when people are going to be ſeduc'd by 
the cunning craftineſs of Infidels, or deluded 
by the falſe ſuggeſtions of their own corrupt 
hearts, the utter ruin of many of them might 
be prevented, if they would but ask them- 
elves a few ſhort queſtions. I am inclin'd to 
disbelieve the CHriſtian Religion; but what is 
my real inducement? Have I fairly, and ho- 
neſily, without any bias or prepoſſeſſion, exa- 
min'd into the evidence for the Truth of it, 
and found it ipſufficient to induce a rational 
Conviction? Is it not rather an unwillingneſs 
to believe, that occaſions my dzsbelief? Dol 
lincerely intend to live a good Moral Life? 
And do T believe thoſe Truths of Natural 
Religion, a God that Governs and will Judge 
the world, without which the Law of Mora- 
ity will want a Sanction ſufficient to enforce 
t' On the contrary, Do I not allow myſelf 
E 2 Liberties 
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Liberties that are as repugnant to my /ober t 
Reaſon, and the Laws of the Society, whereof Ml 2 
I am a member, as to Revelation? And do] 
not fly to Infidelity as the only refuge from 
the remorſe and reproaches of my own mind? 
If men are not wholly loſt to all Rational and 
Manly ſentiments, ſuch reflections muſt have 
their weight. If they are reſolutely deter- 
min'd not to live after a reaſonable manner, 
they are not qualify'd to perform the offices 
of a /ociable being, or capable of giving a pro- 
per Security for their behaviour; and are in- 
titled to nothing that belongs to Society but 
the neceſſary puniſhment appointed for the 
common Enemies of it. Having ſpoken fo free- 
N upon This head, and knowing how apt 
they are to charge us of the Clergy (eſpecially 
thoſe whom they ſtyle H:igh-Church Clergy, 
that they may have the better pretence, and 
more ſcope, for abuſing them) I ſhall cite 
the Opinion of Mr. Locke, © Thoſe are not at 
« all to be tolerated who deny the being of a 
« God. | Promiſes, Covenants, and Oathz, 
* which are the bonds of human Society, can 
* have no hold upon an Atheiſt, The taking 
« away a God, but in thoujgt, diſſolves 40 
« Beſides alſo, thoſe that by their Athei/n 
« undermine and deſtroy all Religion, cal 
« have no pretence of Religion whereupon (0 
« challenge the privilege of a Toleration. 


I SHALL now apply myſelf in a few word 
to Chriſtian Readers; many of whom ate 


much more concern'd in the application : 
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the preceding diſcourſe, than they may ima- 
gine; if not for holding, profeſſedly, any erro- 
neous opinions concerning Indulgences and Di/- 
penſations, yet for living habitually in oppoſition 
to plain precepts, and omitting plain duties. 
Various are the inſtances of a partial obedi- 
ence, becauſe various are the paſſions and in- 
clinations of Mankind. Very ready are they 
to practiſe thoſe duties which agree with 
their natural temper, and are not inconſiſtent 
with their preſent views in Life; But deaf to 
inſtruction, however reaſonable; to admoni- 
tion and reproof, however gentle ; to exhor- 


tation, however moving ; when the Preacher, 


or the Writer, undertakes to diſſuade them 
from the enjoyment of a beloved Vice, or ex- 
cite them to the practice of diſagrecable and 
irkſome duties. The practice of meekneſs is no 
difficult Virtue, where the texture of the 
blood, and the diſpoſition of the ſpirits, con- 
ſpire to give That frame and caſt of Mind. 
Attendance upon public devotions, and the 
duties of the Cloſet, to thoſe who have but little 
employment, and as little Taſte for the diver- 
ons of the World, are no hard Task, but ra- 
ther an amuſement, to a Mind fatiated with 
laleneſs, and tir'd with having nothing to do. 
But tell the Indolent, that the ſervice of his 
Country requires him to take pains, and en- 
dure hard labour; the Greedy Worldling, and 
he Voluptuary, that the buſineſs and pleaſures 
of This Life muſt ſometimes give way to the 
concerns of another; the Soft and Meek-ſpirited, 
lat he muſt rouge and exert himſelf in de- 
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fence of Religion, againſt a Confederacy of 
Enemies; your arguments will have but little 
force, becauſe you argue againſt Inclinaticy, 
againſt Conſtitution, againſt Nature, or Habit. 
The Indolent will be indolent ſtill, contenting 
- himſelf with doing no hurt, tho' he wilfully 
neglects the opportunity of doing good; the 
Worldling will be a Worldling ſtill, under the 
cloak of Induſtry, and a frudent Care for him- 
ſelf and Family; the Coward will be a Coward 
till, tho you endeavour to animate him by 
every proper motive, perſuading himſelf that 
his want of Courage and Zeal, is Meekneſs and 
Humility. The Drunkard would willingly com 
mute for his Intemperance, by Generoſity, and 
Good-nature: The Fornicator, for his Unclean- 
neſs, by ſome acts of Charity, which are co cover 
the multitude of his beloved Sins: The Mer 
will willingly be temperate, becauſe he has no 
inclination to the opfofite Vice; or perhaps 
: becauſe he does not care to be at the exper 
of it: The Ambitious Man will readily ob- 
ſerve any Duties that won't interfere with bi 
political Views, becauſe the Luſt after honow 
and power being the predominant paſſion «i the 
his Soul, there is no Se/f-denyal in the practice WW Do 
of other Duties. But try to perſuade the [uc 
Drunkard to forſake his Bottle, the Miſer v tru 
be liberal, the Unclean Perſon to be chaſte, te a 
Ambitious to forego an opportunity of recom i Fir 
mending himſelf to the favour of a Court V 4 
indirect means; by injuſtice; by oruelty, U 44, 
oppreſſion, and irreligion; demonſtrate ever 0 Tr, 
clearly that they are acting in a flagrant oppolr 
| l 
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tion to the direction of God's Law, they'll ſtill 
go on ſteadily in the purſuit of their ſeveral 
views, and gratification of their particular affe- 
ctions, truſting to the efficacy of their obſer- 
yance of the other parts of the Law, tho' they 
wilfully and habitually offend in one Point. 
Bur the perfection, ſhall I fay? or rather the 
very nature and eſſence of Virtue, conſiſts in 
retifying the irregularities, and ſubduing the 
predominancy of our paſſions, ſo as to reduce 
them to an obedience to the commands of 
God. If we act upon a true principle of Love 
and Duty to him, we ſhall make hs will, not 
our own inclination, the Rule of our actions; 
and if we obſerve his precepts only in thoſe 
inſtances which are agreeable to our Selves, we 
reject his Government. And therefore, if we 
be in earneſt in Religion, we ſhall ſtrictly ob- 
ſerve the natural, or habitual bent of our hearts, 
our moſt favourite and prevalent paſſions; have 
a watchful Eye over our ſelves in thoſe points, 
and honeſtly and heartily endeavour to ſubject 
them to our duty. For however we may 
fatter our own inclination, or impoſe upon 
the world, by ſome outward appearances, the 
Doctrine of St. James will, at the day of 
Judgment, to their eternal confuſion, be found 
true, That whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
and oF offend in one Point, is guilty of all. 
For be that ſaid, Do not commit Adultery, ſaid 
alſo, Do not Kill: wherefore, if thou commit no 
Adultery, yet, if thou Kill, thou art become a 
Iranſgreſſor of the Lau. . 
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